[Use of microcapsular leptospiral antigens for detecting specific antibodies].
The sensitivity of microcapsular leptospiral antigens, produced by Japan Lyophilization Laboratory and intended for use in tests for the detection of antibodies to leptospires in the sera of experimentally immunized laboratory animals, were studied. The comparative study of the microcapsular agglutination (MCA) test and other serological tests, such as the microagglutination (MA) test and the indirect enzyme immunoassay (EIA), was made. The leptospiral antigens under study were found to actively react with serospecific and group-specific antibodies. In infected guinea pigs and rabbits specific antibodies could be detected from days 3-4 in the MCA test and only from days 5-7 in the MA test. The average antibody level determined by titration in the MCA test was 3.3 times higher and in indirect EIA, 4.3 times higher than that determined by titration in the MA test. These data make it possible to recommend the use of microcapsular leptospiral antigens for the early diagnosis of leptospirosis.